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My name is Alfredo. I was born on March 25, 2000. As you can see I am ten years old. The exciting part,
however, is that I am in the 8th grade. This year I will be taking the National Exams to go to High School.
At the age of four I spent only a week in Pre School. My older sister Yoelina, was already in the same school
run by the Mission. Everyday after school she would teach me all that she had learned. I learned so much from
her that when it was my turn to be in pre‐school, I already knew all that the teacher was explaining. I was too
smart to remain in pre‐school so I was moved to Kindergarten. At five years of age I was reading. When our
Bishop came to visit our community, as he does each year, I was asked to do the first reading during the Mass.
The Bishop was so surprised he had his assistants take lots of photos of me while I was reading.
The next year in First Grade, I was bored. On one of those days, Sister Bernie came down to my class and
noticed me wasting my time. She called me out and took me to sit in the second grade. My dad and sisters
helped me at home in the evenings. Three years later, I was the District champion in the Mathematics
Competition.
This year I hope to regain my title as district champion in Mathematics. If it was not for the Catholic Mission
School that the Diocese of Orlando started and continues to support for the children in our mountain villages, I
would not be the smart boy that I am today. I would not have been able to read at five. I would not have
developed a mathematical computer in my head. I would not be able to dream of being a civil engineer when I
grow up and I would certainly not be in the eighth grade today. Rather, I would be classified as just another
mountain kid who is ‘bruto’ or ignorant. And this I am not.
My story is a little unique, but the Mission School is doing the same wonderful things for so many of the
children in our mountain villages. I am proud of my school and thank you all for helping me and my friends
have such a wonderful education. Next year I hope to go to Loyola Polytechic High School, where my two
sisters are already in school. This is another program that the Orlando Mission offers us. Here I can continue
to dream of being a Civil engineer. I am so lucky. Thank you for helping me to realize my dream.

