
"Then who can be saved?" 
Jesus looked at them and said, 

"For human beings it is impossible, but not for God. 
All things are possible for God." 

Mark 10:26,27 
  

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  
“sssshhhh, Jesus is here!” whispered Joseph, a resident of Bishop Grady Villas, during 
Adoration.  This person of God, blessed with disabilities, was able to discern the Presence of the 
Lord and the importance of this sacred moment was glorified for the participants. 
  
I am reminded of Joseph’s innocence of faith as we embark upon the Year of Faith beginning 
October 11, the anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council.  It continues until 
November 24, 2012, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King.  In its proclamation, Pope 
Benedict XVI invites all Catholics to pause and reflect on the “value and brilliance” of the 
Second Vatican Council documents that are a source of renewal for the Church. The pope also 
invites us to an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the Only Saviour of the World.  
This month Pope Benedict XVI asks us to pray, "entrusting to the Mother of God the main 
ecclesial events: the Year of Faith, and the Synod of Bishops on the New Evangelization.   
  
The Marian Congress, October 12 and 13, is the Diocese of Orlando inaugural celebration of the 
Year of Faith.  Throughout the year, there will be many opportunities to pray through special 
devotions like Adoration, praying the Rosary, and Novenas.   I have asked you to pray a Novena 
for Faithful Citizenship October 28 – November 5.  Special liturgies and opportunities for adult 
faith formation through San Pedro Spiritual Center, parish bible studies, participation in Why 
Catholic? are also proffered to assist us in our recommitment to Christ.  National Conferences, 
such as the National Conference on Catholic Youth Ministry, hosted by the Diocese of Orlando, 
will be held November 29-December1.  FOCUS 11, a gathering for our young people to discern 
a vocation to priesthood or religious life, a focus on the gift of faith through Catholic Schools 
Week, as well as other parish-based offerings are planned .  Special attention to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will lead us to a greater understanding of God’s forgiveness and an ability to 
discover His Peace. 
  
Social communications also gathers us, one to the other.  There are many vignettes already 
posted to the Diocese of Orlando Faith Tube featuring different people reflecting upon the 
importance of faith in their lives.  A Year of Faith app is also available to download through the 
Diocesan website.  Parish celebrations are listed to help you find resources to dedicate yourself 
to holiness through a life in Christ. 
  
This week, my brother bishops of Florida and I also released a statement, Study, Discuss, Pray 
and Then Vote, regarding our continued call to be heralds of the Gospel and discern God’s 
message in our daily living.  As followers of Christ, we are called to build a more just and 
peaceful world and care for the weak and defenseless. The breath of the Spirit, instilled within us 
through baptism, gives us the courage and the strength to recognize God in each person, no 
matter their financial status, their race, their burdens, or their age.  The message of respect is not 



one that is confined to an election year; nor one that is confined to one month of a year.  It is a 
message that surpasses all others and as baptized Catholics, we are called to proclaim it in all that 
we are.  Life is beautiful because it is of God.  How can we NOT believe? Our own trespasses 
require forgiveness, not life itself.   
  
My dear people of God, the message we seek to convey is God’s message.  We are human in our 
delivery and imperfect in our understanding.  Faith working through love (Gal 5:6) becomes our 
new standard for understanding and action, changing every aspect of our lives. Our openness of 
heart to each other makes visible that divinely created good by which God embraces and blesses 
us.  During this Year of Faith and through all time, may we extend that embrace and blessing to 
each other knowing all things are possible for God. 
  
 


