The Church journeys with each person through
moments of heartbreaking sadness such as divorce
offering a message of hope, love and mercy that is
found in a relationship with Jesus Christ.

Scripture
The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any
reason?” And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 'made them
male and female, "and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the
two shall become one flesh‘ "So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together,
let not man separate.” (Matthew 19: 3-6)
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a bill of divorce.’ But I say to you, whoever divorces his wife
(unless the marriage is unlawful) causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits
adultery. (Matthew 5: 31-32)
The Pharisees approached and asked, “Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?” They were testing him. He said to
them in reply, “What did Moses command you?”They replied, “Moses permitted him to write a bill of divorce and
dismiss her.”But Jesus told them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this commandment. But from
the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
[and be joined to his wife], and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore
what God has joined together, no human being must separate.” In the house the disciples again questioned him about
this. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces
her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” (Mark 10:2-12)

Catechism
Today there are numerous Catholics in many countries who have recourse to civil divorce and contract new civil unions.
In fidelity to the words of Jesus Christ — “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another, commits adultery against
her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery” - the Church maintains that a new
union cannot be recognized as valid, if the first marriage was. If the divorced are remarried civilly, they find themselves
in a situation that objectively contravenes God’s law. Consequently, they cannot receive Eucharistic communion as long
as this situation persists. For the same reason, they cannot exercise certain ecclesial responsibilities. Reconciliation
through the Sacrament of Penance can be granted only to those who have repented for having violated the sign of the
covenant and of fidelity to Christ, and who are committed to living in complete continence. (1650)
Toward Christians who live in this situation, and who often keep the faith and desire to bring up their children in a
Christian manner, priests and the whole community must manifest an attentive solicitude, so that they do not consider
themselves separated from the Church, in whose life they can and must participate as baptized persons:
They should be encouraged to listen to the Word of God, to attend the Sacrifice of the Mass, to persevere in prayer, to
contribute to works of charity and to community efforts for justice, to bring up their children in the Christian faith, to
cultivate the spirit and practice of penance and thus implore, day by day, God’s grace. (1651)
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The remarriage of persons divorced from a living, lawful spouse contravenes the plan and law of God as taught by
Christ. They are not separated from the Church, but they cannot receive Eucharistic communion. They will lead
Christian lives especially by educating their children in the faith. (1665)
It can happen that one of the spouses is the innocent victim of a divorce decreed by civil law; this spouse therefore has
not contravened the moral law. There is a considerable difference between a spouse who has sincerely tried to be
faithful to the Sacrament of Marriage and is unjustly abandoned, and one who through his own grave fault destroys a
canonically valid marriage. (2386)

