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OFFICE OF THE  

PERMANENT DIACONATE 

 
   
 
 
 

“For nothing will be impossible for God.” (Lk 1:37) 

 

2019 DIACONATE CONVOCATION IS HERE!!!!! 

Over 300 men and women have registered for this weekend’s convocation. I hope you 

are one of them! Please note we are at a new location from previous years: 

Annunciation Catholic Church, Altamonte Springs. While it looks to be a full house, if 

you have not registered and wish to attend, please email Jennifer NOW at 

jkuhn@orlandodiocese.org  and she will see if there is any chance to fit you in.  

Saturday, October 5th, Convocation schedule  

7:00am – 8:00am:    Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:15am – 8:45am:    Vesting, Line-up, and Procession to Church 

9:00am – 10:00am:   Mass with Renewal of Promises and Acolyte Installation 

10:30am – 12:30pm:  Panel Discussion and Q&A on Current Opportunities and Future                          

Possibilities for Diaconal Service with Fr. Stephen Parkes, Deborah Shearer, and Fr. 

Anthony Aarons 

12:30pm – 1:30pm:   Lunch 

1:30pm – 2:30pm:     Bishop Noonan 

2:30pm – 3:00pm:     Final Words and Dismissal 

On Friday, October 4th, 65 of you have registered for the Pre-Convocation Evening. 

Dinner will be served at 5:30pm, followed by a presentation on the Healing Our Church 

Pilot program (presented by Deacon Joe Gassman), Evening Prayer, and a Social Hour. 

Remember this was a separate invitation and registration from the Saturday 

Convocation. If you are not sure if you reserved a place at this evening, please email 

Jennifer to verify. 

 

Looking Forward to a True Celebration of the Deacons of the Diocese of Orlando! 

 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
mailto:jkuhn@orlandodiocese.org
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

RETREAT UPDATE 

In the August Director’s Notes, I solicited input for retreat masters for our 2020 

deacons’ and wives’ retreats offered by our Diocese. Thank you to those who responded 

with recommendations or offers. August was a challenging month as we lost four deacon 

brothers, and our constant focus was shifted to honoring their memory. September was 

‘catch up month’ and I’m pleased to announce that Fr. Anthony Aarons has agreed to 

lead the retreats in March and May. We are still looking to confirm our retreat master 

for February, and I will be reaching out to the previous recommendations to identify 

that leader over the next couple of weeks. In addition, the delayed survey on the desire 

for a Spanish language retreat should go out this week. If we have good response to 

that offering, I will be looking to assemble a retreat team that can assist with the 

organization and administration of that retreat.  

 

DEACON’S DEN PODCAST 

As we approach another Discernment Cycle, in which we ask men to prayerfully reflect 

if God is calling them to diaconal formation, it was suggested that we use Faith Fit 

Radio as a platform to educate Catholics on the diaconate as well as the discernment 

and formation process. I am excited to announce coming attractions as the Deacon’s 

Den Podcast is officially launched. The first episode will debut within the next couple 

of weeks. A trailer is already available wherever you get your podcasts. While the initial 

episodes will focus on understanding the diaconate, the discernment process, and 

formation, there are countless opportunities to explore diaconal life and ministry. 

Within the next couple of months, I will be soliciting your thoughts and ideas on great 

topics to feature for this podcast. We hope to release an episode at least once a month 

and I look forward to hosting many of you as my guest in the Deacon’s Den.  

 

UPCOMING DIACONATE DISCERNMENT NIGHTS  

The six Discernment Nights will be held in November per the schedule accessed at the 

link at the end of this paragraph. Applications will only start being accepted as of 

December 1st. While we get a lot of men asking to ‘be a deacon,’ we need to identify 

the ones who are called to pursue a true vocation at this time. This becomes especially 

important when we must choose from among an overabundance of applicants due to 

the limits on the number of men we can accept in any given cohort, as well as the need 

to build the ministry in our outlying deaneries.  Thank you for your partnership in this 

endeavor. Please click here to check the locations and times of the November 

Discernment Nights.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/calendar-of-events/
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DEACONS STILL NEEDED 

As a deacon we are ordained to serve our Diocese, not just our ‘home’ parish. In our 

Diocese, some parishes are blessed with an abundance of deacons, and others are in 

need of a deacon’s assistance. To meet that need, God may call any of us to step out 

of our comfort zone. Pastors at the following parishes have communicated their 

need for a deacon.  If you are in these areas, I ask that you please take to prayer 

whether God may be calling you to serve a new community. If so, please contact me 

if you would like more information. 

1. St. Joseph Catholic Church, Lakeland 

2. St. Faustina Catholic Church, Clermont 

3. St. Ann Catholic Church, Haines City 

4. St. Francis of Assisi, Apopka (Spanish language preaching required) 

 

FINGERPRINTING & SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING 

There is no minister in the Church, today, that should not embrace the importance of 

keeping vulnerable populations safe. The Charter for the Protection of Children issued 

by the USCCB clearly stipulates our responsibilities to ensure their protection. In our 

diocese that requires all of us have a background check completed every five years, as 

well as refreshing our Safe Environment Training.  

 

What happens if we fail to meet these minimum standards? The mandated consequences 

are not ones that I believe any one of us would want. Per our diocesan policy, “Should 

a deacon’s background clearance expire, the deacon and his pastor will be notified of 

the immediate suspension of his faculties.” That consequence is not intended to 

‘punish’ the deacon but is designed to ensure we are doing what is required to keep 

vulnerable populations safe. Fortunately, our office does everything we can to help you 

prevent this from happening. Two months before the expiration date of your 

background check, we will start to send you reminders. Please don’t wait to take 

action. Take care of this immediately! If you have an issue that may prevent you from 

completing this requirement, contact our office immediately so that we can work with 

you. We do not want to have to suspend anyone’s faculties, so please help us help you! 

 

ARE YOU IN GOOD STANDING? 

Remember that in addition to the background checks and Safe Environment, we are all 

required to submit a couple simple annual forms to remain in Good Standing. These are 

to be submitted by June of each year, but if you missed the deadline, we are still happy 

to accept them.  It is disheartening for our office to receive a request for a letter of 

Good Standing on a deacon and need to inform him that we are unable to issue it until 

the forms are submitted. Thanks for taking care of this. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
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IN MEMORIAM 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR DEACONS WHO HAVE DIED 

- Deacon Tom Murray 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon them. 

LITURGICAL CORNER 

Ministry of Liturgy 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

Praying the Liturgy of the Hours is more than just an obligation of an ordained 

minister, it is an amazing opportunity to unite our voices in prayer with the 

universal church. When we pray the liturgy by ourselves, we invariably make 

adaptations which make sense to the circumstances in which we pray. When we pray in 

community with others, we seek to unite our voices and postures as one, but we are 

often stymied by different customs we have experienced or instruction that we have 

received. 

The Liturgy of the Hours has developed over time and the style has adapted based on 

the unique needs of the community. Two primary traditions, Monastic and Cathedral, 

represent fundamentally different ways to pray the hours based on the community 

being served. Monastic communities allowed for much greater periods of silence and 

individual meditation. Additionally, their familiarity with the prayers facilitated a 

natural rhythm of praying the psalms without the need for additional antiphons or 

responses. The Cathedral tradition focused on ways to involve the laity, making the 

liturgy more easily accessible for their communities, by adding simple repetition for 

those less familiar with the hours. One way was not right and the other wrong, they 

were simply different, designed to meet divergent needs. 

How then do we as a community of deacons pray together? I’ve noticed that we have a 

wide diversity of approaches to this prayer that affect our unity. My goal is to propose 

a consistent form that we use without hesitation or confusion when we pray together. 

Better still, I would like to standardize our form with that which our priests are taught 

in seminary, so when we pray with them, we are also ‘one voice.’ I am consulting with 

Fr. Josh Swallows, Vocations Director, to ensure whatever form we use is consistent 

with what is taught in the seminaries. In an upcoming Director’s Notes, I will outline 

the recommended format, and we will adopt it with all our men in formation. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
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DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CALENDAR  Click here 

SPECIAL COLLECTION SCHEDULE Click here 

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE  Click here 

DIOCESAN BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS (English / Spanish) 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 2019   Click Here  

 

 

 

 

CONTINUING FORMATION 

 

 
SAN PEDRO SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT CENTER  Click Here 
Check out the link above to see the details on all upcoming Days of Reflection or 
Retreat Weekends offered at San Pedro. Events include: 

 
Franciscan Witness in the Present Time with Fr. Vianney Cunningham, TOR 
Friday, October 25, 2019, 4pm – Sunday, October 27, 2019, 11am 
 
Senior Day with Father Vianney Cunningham, TOR 
Thursday, November 14, 2019 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 
Franciscan Hermitage Retreat with Father Vianney Cunningham, TOR & Jeanne & 
Tony Walter, members of the Secular Franciscan Order 
Guided silent retreat 
Thursday, November 14, 2019 5:00pm. to Sunday, November 17th, 11:00a.m. 
 
Faith Fit Enrichment Retreat 
Saturday, November 16th, 9:00a.m. – 3:30p.m.  
For parish catechetical leaders, catechists, and Catholic school teachers 
“My Soul Magnifies the Lord” 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-Lent-Easter.pdf
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Special-Collections-Schedule-for-2019.pdf
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Confirmation-Schedule-2019-by-Deanery-20190402.pdf
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/communications-welcome/communications-bulletin-announcements/bulletin-announcements-in-english/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/communications-welcome/communications-bulletin-announcements/bulletin-announcements-in-spanish/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__orlandodiocese.us11.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D59f58214010ccd89872ebd41b-26id-3Da643ac9638-26e-3Dc85f72a58f&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=3ryGa9mgOKsyLW1ds0aEYZzh1i4JBhPQAnf0rdmo2_Q&m=MJtBaA70vqjybIFE8ry6ZQu1nilxBly1lfN4NVRmVsw&s=21zLOUcunm7oWPKaQtBFYgximvQeG5G-8TQ-aFsFrEk&e=
https://www.sanpedrocenter.org/upcoming-events/
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RCIA FORMATION 
Do you live in a rural diocese?  Do you need excellent and accessible formation 
resources?  Are you charged with forming a parish initiation team or are you 
coordinating diocesan efforts to do the same?  Please take advantage of the wonderful 
series of workshops regarding Christian Initiation which we produced last year.  They 
have all been archived and they are available to view for a very reasonable charge.  As 
you can see in the chart below, the topics are very timely and cover a wide variety of 
important issues.  
  
They are all available in one convenient spot on the LTP 
website,  https://ltp.org/fdlc  Choose one, choose a few, or choose them all!  Handouts 
and discussion materials are also available. 
  
  

TOPIC PRESENTER UNLIMITED  $25 SINGLE 
VIEW  $15 

Recapturing the Richness: The 

Vision of the RCIA 

Lovrien VWFCI01C VWFCI01O 

The Initiating Parish Truxaw VWFCI02C VWFCI02O 

Discernment in the RCIA Steffen VWFCI03C VWFCI03O 

Concerning the Baptized Colella VWFCI04C VWFCI04O 

Period of Evangelization and 

Precatechumenate 

Landry VWFCI05C VWFCI05O 

Rite of Acceptance/ Welcome Tufano/Williamson VWFCI06C VWFCI06O 

Period of the Catechumenate Dudoit-Raiche VWFCI07C VWFCI07O 

RCIA as Adapted for Children of 

Catechetical Age 

DeMasi VWFCI08C VWFCI08O 

Rite of Election and Call to 

Continuing Conversion 

Williamson VWFCI09C VWFCI09O 

Period of Purification & 

Enlightenment 

Johnston VWFCI10C VWFCI10O 

Rites of Initiation and Reception Thiron VWFCI11C VWFCI11O 

National Statutes for the 

Catechumenate 

Thiron VWFCI13C VWFCI13O 

The Period of Mystagogia  Kane VWFCI12C VWFCI12O 

Preaching for the Rites Joncas VWFCI14C VWFCI14O 

  
  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ltp.org_fdlc&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=3ryGa9mgOKsyLW1ds0aEYZzh1i4JBhPQAnf0rdmo2_Q&m=YEsEbKST7fLfOLjxs-r8Qk70Kg9TTP_Hpikp4auSLts&s=_hQGdMNEE7JTgW18a3nkXeXCFtZa11sNTp93sROW54A&e=
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OUTSIDE THE WALLS 

MINISTRY OF CHARITY & JUSTICE 

 

RECONCILING VETERANS RETREAT 

We are excited to announce a new ministry opportunity for those willing to be a Spiritual 

Battle Buddy for a veteran longing to return to the sacramental life of the Church but who 

feels unworthy due to the spiritual wound of their military service. 

There are many veterans who carry the physical and psychological wounds of their 

military service.  For these wounds there are ample programs to assist them in managing 

their effects in their everyday lives.  Yet there are other wounds many of us, as veterans, 

experience, the spiritual wounds.  The deep regret we feel for orders carried out, liberties 

taken, and often the succumbing to the temptations of the seemingly encouraged military 

lifestyle.   

The “Reconciling Veterans Retreat” encourages these spiritually wounded veterans that 

they are only one good confession away from experiencing God’s unfathomable love for 

them, and that they can return to the sacramental life of the Church.  The Spiritual Battle 

Buddy is a person who is willing to walk with these spiritually wounded veterans, by 

identifying a veteran who is seeking relief from their spiritual wounds, attending the retreat 

with them to encourage the veteran to deposit all the guilt into the loving hands of God 

through the sacrament of reconciliation, and celebrating with them the great community 

prayer of the Mass.  We then continue to walk with the veteran to encourage remaining 

connected to their Catholic communities. 

The first Reconciling Veterans Retreat will be held Saturday, November 9th, from 0900 to 

1530 at the San Pedro Spiritual Development Center, with the keynote speaker Bishop 

John Noonan. 

For more information or to volunteer to assist contact: 

Deacon Joe Gassman, jgassman@orlandodiocese.org; or 

Steve Smith, 3sigmawellness@gmail.com.  

 

 

Click here for News & Events    

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
mailto:jgassman@orlandodiocese.org
mailto:3sigmawellness@gmail.com
https://cflcc.org/news-events/
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FORMATION 

FORMATION WEEKEND: Classes for the Fall.   

Cohort Saint Leo Course Dimensional Workshop 

All   

2020 Worship, Sacraments and 
Liturgy 

Practicum: Liturgy of the Mass 

2022 Ethics 1: Foundations Servant Leadership 

2024 History, Theology, and  

Spirituality of Deacons 

Self- Identity 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mark Your Calendars 

 

 

For a complete list of calendar of events visit the 
Deacon Webpage. 

QUESTIONS?  If you have particular questions you would like to see addressed by this 

office, you may email your question(s) to dcamous@orlandodiocese.org or 

jkuhn@orlandodiocese.org.   

“I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now.” (Jn 16:12) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/653014081450765/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/104435-2/
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ministries-offices/deacons-welcome/calendar-of-events/
mailto:dcamous@orlandodiocese.org
mailto:jkuhn@orlandodiocese.org

