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Hello everyone! This week (Nov. 3–9) is 

National Vocations Awareness Week, a 

celebration in the Church where we 

honor the U.S. Bishops’ desire to put the 

awesome calling to priesthood and 

religious life on our hearts. You can do 

two simple things to help create a culture 

of discernment in our Diocese. The first is 

PRAY. Many of you pray for vocations 

regularly. Please keep it up! The Gospel 

tells us to be persistent! The second is 

INVITE people to consider the life. Do 

you know someone who has a faith that 

inspires you, and you have a gut feeling 

they might have a calling? Let them know! 

The Holy Spirit can take it from there. 

One more thing, if you have considered 

this kind of life, keep saying ‘YES’ to Jesus 

and see where it leads! Talk to someone 

you trust to help you discern the Lord’s 

voice. Trust that saying ‘YES’ to God NO 

MATTER WHAT will bring you joy and 

peace, because it truly does.   

As a parent you never stop worrying about your children 

no matter their ages. You just want them to be happy. 

When Josh told me he was entering the seminary to 

become a priest, I was excited and overwhelmed. The 

“protective” parent surfaced. “Are you doing the right 

thing? Are you sure? What about grandbabies?”  

Those doubts and questions have long since 

disappeared. I know my son made the right choice. 

Actually, God chose him and he answered boldly. My 

heart swells with pride as I watch him change lives daily. 

At his Ordination I remember thinking, “This is BIG… so much bigger than us.” I witnessed the 

outpouring of love, grace and blessings bestowed upon him from fellow priests, parishioners 

and total strangers. His new extended family was right there to congratulate and accept me as 

well. Why? Simply because I was his mother. No one prepares you for this special gift.  

It’s difficult to express how grateful and humbled I am by this blessing. My son’s 

transformation to priesthood has impacted my life in the best ways possible. I simply cannot 

imagine him doing anything else. When my mother was sick in the hospital, my son was at 

her bedside giving her the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. When my mother-in-law 

passed, he celebrated her funeral Mass. Who else can say they have their own personal priest?  

Yes, I am the proud mother of a priest. I cannot express how grateful I am to God for this 

privilege. I still worry about my son, but now it’s whether he is getting enough rest or if he’s 

taking time out to eat. I know the Lord and His extended family are looking out for him and 

peace comes over me.  

Tina Wozneski, Mother of Father Josh  

Parents want nothing but the best for their children, a happy and 

healthy life. It is written on the faces of young couples as they bring 

their newborns to be baptized and gaze with hope-filled 

expectations on the endless possibilities that await.  

Years go by and sacrifices are made to ensure those dreams become 

realities. My parents are no different. Their love for me has never 

been in doubt, but our understandings of happiness clashed the day I 

finally told them my life was taking a different path. Their plan 

included a house, kids and a career; mine was characterized by 

simplicity and celibacy. The collision didn’t go well.  

“Why are you throwing away your life and wasting all the gifts 

you’ve been given?” Tears and harsh words expressed the underlying 

hurt and confusion. Converting to Catholicism five years before was 

acceptable. Everyone needs a religion, but this was extreme. Why 

not serve the Church in some other capacity?  

When Christ asks, He asks for all. He wasn’t kidding about dividing father against son and 

mother against daughter, and for a number of years, the Lord did just that.  

Today, my parents’ pride is palpable. Sitting in the pew on Sundays watching their shy, 

introverted little boy preach to hundreds, they recognize those gifts, once thought to be 

wasted, transformed in previously unimaginable ways. Passing through my line on the way out 

of Mass, my parents and I often say goodbye incognito so not to draw attention. Then a little 

child will run up and wrap their tiny arms around my legs. My parents’ smiles say everything, 

“We get what it means for you to be a father; the love we gave, you now give to others.” They 

wanted nothing but my happiness, and now they have it. 

Father Matthew Hawkins 

For More Information, Contact Us at: 407.768.3113 or Visit the Vocations Page at: www.orlandodiocese.org 

November 3 - 9, 2019 



Brother Martin , Brotherhood of Hope,  

Campus Ministry UCF 
Coming from a big family, I always imagined one day I would be 

married and have a family of my own. I began seriously following the 

Lord early in college; and as my relationship with God grew, so did my 

desire to give Him all of my life. But my desire to be a husband and a 

father had not gone away, and I began to see my relationship with Jesus 

was satisfying those parts of my heart at a deeper level.  

I came to see my greatest desire was to be in relationship with Jesus, 

and I was willing to leave behind other desires to pursue this deepest 

one. I became a religious brother one “yes” to God at a time. He knows 

I have so many desires, and it was through the desire for Him that He 

drew me to my vocation. Every day, I am seeing more and more that 

Jesus alone is more than enough to satisfy my heart’s deepest desires.  

I first recognized the Lord may be calling me to a special relationship 

with Him on a TEC Retreat (Teens Encounter Christ) as a high school 

senior. Throughout college, I began to consider what that might look 

like in a practical way. I felt My Beloved calling me to His Heart as I 

began to serve on mission trips, retreat teams, music ministries, and 

more… drawing me ever-closer to His Love as I read Sacred Scripture 

and attended Mass more often with a more intentional disposition to 

listen and receive. I learned to love by making a generous and joyful gift 

of myself to others. I fell in love with LOVE.  

I recognized we are all born with a spousal heart… some of us have an 

exclusive love that will attach itself to one other person to marry and 

raise a family… others are gifted with a universal love – one that does not attach itself to one 

other person, but is available to love all of the people of God… to become a Bride of Christ, 

having a spousal heart for God alone. 

“Every vocation is a response to the love of God that calls the human heart to give itself 

completely and unconditionally. At the root of every vocation is the call to the total and 

generous gift of self.” - Mother Adela Galindo, Foundress SCTJM 

Sr. Gianna Grace, SCTJM, Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary,  

Assoc. Dir. of Vocations 
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Upcoming Events 

Nov 08 - 10 

2019 

Nov 22 - 24 

2019 

Mar  20 - 22 

2020 

Called By Name 
Retreat for Men 18 & Older  

Trip to the Seminary 
Visit St. John Vianney in Miami 

for Men, high school Juniors & Older 

FIAT! 
Retreat for Women  


